January Patriotic Instruction
Brothers,

The New Year has come and gone, and we are now looking forward to new beginnings and
opportunities. The year2020 was tough on all of us, and we hope that the year 2021 will bring us all
goodtidings and joy. We must againrenew our convictionin our mission statement of preservingthe
memory of the Boys in Blue. However, thatis not all we have to renew with the turn of the year, 2020
was notjusthard on us, butit was hard on our country, on the good ol’ United States of America, and it
istime for usto remind notonly ourselves, butourneighbors and fellow countrymen and
countrywomen, that we have not, and will neverturn ourback on Lady Liberty.

I have mentionedinthe pastthat Patriotism startsin our neighborhoods, andin our
communities, thisisasentiment thatltruly believe in. We must getinto our communities and start
educatingasto why we are so lucky to bein this country. We must point out, that while not perfect,
Americahas given us all amazing opportunities that more than likely we would not have received if we
lived elsewhere. Are there some that have a tougherroadthan other, of course there are, but thisis the
country that if you wantsomething bad enough, and work your tail off, odds are you will be successful in
one way or another, and that is somethingto be proud of.

The United States of America, atits foundation, wasaunique concept, inthe sense that we
wanted nothingto do with a monarchy or long-term leadership. You see many of the world powersin
the 1770s, France, China, Ottoman Empire, Portuguese Empire, Prussia, Spanish Empire and British
Empire were all a monarchy or dynasty in one form or the other, in other words, the leadership passed
from family memberto family memberand the decisions were made by them with littleto noinput
fromthe citizens. The Constitution of the United States of America, which was originally drafted by the
Constitutional Conventionin 1787 and sentto the Statesfor Ratification, with Delaware being the first
state to ratify in December of 1787 and the last original colony to ratify being Rhode Island in 1790. The
firstthingthat is established by the Constitution, in Article|Section 1, is Congress. LaterSections of
Article I go on to define who can be members of the newly formed House of Representatives and
Senate, and how they get put in position. The longandshort of it is, the Statesdecided every2and 6
yearsfor Representatives and Senators, respectively. This conceptwas foreign to most countriesinthe
late 1700's, the ideathat the people livinginthe country, the citizens, have avoice in how the countryis
governed. Fromthis, the American Dream was born as any citizen could come to a position of powerin
this country, like say a lawyerfrom lllinois, who was born in Kentucky, that would go on to be arguably
the greatest President this country has seen.

If we teachthese lessonsto ourneighbors, inschools, libraries, community centers, and to other
local organizations that at her heart, Americaisthe Land of the Free, where every citizen’s voice is
heard. By doingthis, ourcountry will become strongerinthe longrun. That the opportunities that we
all have had, will be passed on to our children and their children. Thatthe great melting pot of America,
can betterthe lives of those wholive here aslongas they follow the laws, and work their tails off.

In Fraternity Charity and Loyalty,
Br. Ben Frail, PDC
National PatrioticInstructor






